
	
 

General Information Sheet: Soapberry 
Natural surfactant and detergent base 

 
Product Overview 
Soapberry extract is an all natural surfactant and detergent base that provides considerable flexibility 
for use as an ingredient in cleaning products. Elysian has invested in a facility to ensure high-volume, 
consistent supply of both liquid and powdered extract.   
 
Soapberry is any member of the genus Sapindus, of the soapberry family (Sapindaceae), comprising 
about 12 species of shrubs and trees native to tropical and subtropical regions of Asia, the Americas, 
and islands of the Pacific. 
 

 

The leaves are divided into leaflets, which are 
arranged along an axis. The flowers are 
greenish or whitish and borne in large terminal 
clusters. The fruit is a somewhat lathery berry 
containing as much as 37 per cent saponin, 
which lathers with water and provides for an 
all-natural detergent base. 
 
Saponin 
 
Saponins are a class of chemical compounds 
found in in various plant species. More 
specifically, they are amphipathic glycosides 
grouped phenomenologically by the soap-like 
foaming they produce when shaken in aqueous 
solutions, and structurally by having one or 
more hydrophilic glycoside moieties combined 
with a lipophilic triterpene derivative. 

 
Product Specifications  
 
 Soapberry Powder Soapberry Liquid 
Certified Organic Yes Yes 
Certifier NOP certification by 

ECOCERT 
NOP certification by 
ECOCERT 

Available Volume 50 MT per year 100 MT per year 
Saponin Content 40-50% 10-25% 
Physical characteristics 200-250 mesh size powder Semi to viscous liquid  
Color Off-white to yellow Dark brown 
Shelf life 2 years 2 years (can be increased by 

addition of Vitamin E) 
Other Heavily hydroscopic   
Packaging 25kg HDPE drums with liner 250kg HDPE barrels 
MOQ 200kg 500kg 
 
 
 



	
Soapberry Useage 
 

• Soapberry of various Sapindus species are used medicinally for many purposes, especially by 
the Ayurveda of the Indian Subcontinent. 

• A solution of soapberry and water is used to treat eczema, psoriasis and head lice, as well as 
internal disorders including epilepsy and migraines. 

• Saponin, an active ingredient in soapberry, is reported to have anti-tumor properties. 
• Jewelers use soapberry to clean precious metals. 
• When soapberries are wet, crushed and rubbed, or just wet and rubbed, they produce a 

soaplike lather, which was used as a cleaning detergent by American Indians and is still used 
as such in tropical countries. 

• Lately, soapberry has enjoyed a renaissance among modern Westerners looking for an 
environmentally friendly alternative to chemical detergents. Add a handful of soapberry in a 
mesh or cotton bag to the laundry in the washing machine. 

• Soapberry is said to be safe for wool, silk and other delicate fabrics. 
 

  
 
Soapberry Benefits 
 

• Sustainable: It's a renewable resource, easily grown organically. 
• All Natural with harmful ingredients. 
• Eco-Friendly 
• Affordable: They can replace multiple cleaners, and last longer. 
• Hypoallergenic: No skin or respiratory irritation and non-toxic. 
• Not actually nuts: They're totally safe for those with nut allergies. 
• Odorless: But you can always add essential oils. 
• Gentle: Their mild nature won't damage delicate clothing or surfaces.  
• No fabric softener: They naturally soften fabrics. 
• Save Water: They rinse easier so require less water. 
• Save Energy: You can use a shorter rinse cycle in your laundry.  
• Front-loading Friendly: No suds are perfect for HE machines. 
• Works in any temperature: effective in cold, warm or hot water. 
• Non-polluting: 100% biodegradable and safe for graywater systems.  

 



	
Soapberry Product Applications 
 

• Natural detergent 
• Laundry soap 
• Dishwashing soap 
• All Purpose cleaner 
• Glass cleaner 
• Shampoo 
• Baby products 
• Pet care 
• Lice remedy 

 
Soapberry in Ayurvedic Medicine 
 

• In the countries of Japan and China, soapberries have been used in medicinal, home, and 
personal care products for centuries. 

• In Japan the soapberry is called enmei-hi, meaning “life prolonging fruit”. In China it is 
called wu-huan-zi, or the “non-illness fruit”. 

• In India they are known as ritha or reetha, and are among the list of herbs and plants used in 
Ayurvedic medicine. 

• Soapberry powder and liquid concoctions are popular ingredients in Ayurvedic shampoos (to 
prevent hair loss & dandruff). The extracts have gentle insecticidal properties, and are used 
to remove lice from hair in both people and their pets. 

• Soapberries are anti-microbial and used to clean hospitals, equipment, and patients. 
• There are numerous Ayurvedic medicinal treatments made from soapberries for the 

following conditions: eczema, psoriasis, skin lightener, acne, epilepsy, birth control, as a 
sedative to the uterus to ease the pain during child birth, migraines, arthritis (anti-
inflammatory), reduction of lung congestion (as an expectorant), lower cholesterol, digestive 
aid, to treat diarrhea, cholera, paralysis, an anti-venom, and control of salivation. 

• In March 2010, The Journal of the Taiwan Institute of Chemical Engineers published a 7-
page paper called, “Tyrosinase inhibition, free radical scavenging, antimicroorganism and 
anticancer proliferation activities of Sapindus mukorossi extracts”. The abstract reports, 
“...The antiproliferative effects of S. mukorossi extracts in human skin, lung, liver, prostrate, 
cervical, bone, bladder, and breast cancer cell lines were also evaluated. Interestingly, S. 
mukorossi extracts showed strong specific inhibition activities on the proliferation of human 
melanoma and lung cell lines. The...data exhibited the high potential of applying S. 
mukorossi extracts in medical cosmetology, food supplementation, antibiotics, and 
chemotherapy.”  

 


